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Temporary power tapsrated 250 voltsAC or less, and 20 ampsor less, are
approved assembliescons sting of alinefitting (connector), alength of flexiblecord,
and an enclosurein which aremounted two or morereceptacles. Additionaly, there
may beswitches, indicator lights, and overcurrent protection devicescontainedinthe
enclosure. All temporary power taps are required to be listed by a nationally
recognized el ectrical testing laboratory and subject tothisbulletin.

Utilization of temporary power taps must conform to the requirements of
Article400 of the Electrical Subcodefor flexiblecords. Temporary power tapsare
intended for indoor useastemporary multiple-outlet extensionsof abranch circuit to
acentrd location, and not intended for use at construction sitesand similar locations.
Electrical SubcodeArticle527, Temporary Instalations, which concernsitself with
thewiringinvolvedin construction, ateration, demolition, or maintenance, doesnot
apply to the use of temporary power taps.

Article400 of the Electrical Subcode specifically statesthat flexible cords
shdl not beused asasubstitutefor thefixed wiring of astructure. Restrictionsfor the
useof temporary tapsinclude:

1. Temporary power tgpsshal only be connected to an gpproved, fixed-
receptacleoutlet. Temporary power taps shall not be connectedin
seriesfashion, nor shall they be usedin conjunction with extension
cords.

2. Cordsshdl not berouted through doorways, routed through holesin
floors, ceilings, or walls; or placed inalocation wherethe cord would
cause atripping hazard, or whereit would be subject to physical
damage.

3. Cordsshal not beattached to building surfaces. Thisshall prohibit
theuseof clips, raceways, or other meansof attachment. Clipsmay
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BULLETIN NO. be used on itemsdescribed asfurnitureto prevent physical damage,
or toeliminateatripping hazard. 1nno caseshdl cordsbe concedl ed.

80 5 With the above criteriain mind, temporary power taps should only be used:

1. Asanextensonof abranchcircuittoacentra locationfor thepurpose
of supplying severa portable appliances. This would include

laboratory work tables, work stationsinvolved with manufacturing

processes, equi pment cartsfor projection or test equipment, and
gmilar functions,

2. Ingtuationswhereafixed wiring method would hamper theintended
functional featuresof some pieceof equipment. Thiswouldinclude
utilizationin conjunctionwith apieceof furnitureand installation on
desks, tables, or work stations found in open-office landscaping
environments. Work stationsare essentially furnituredesigned to
allow for flexibleoffice arrangement. A fixed wiring method would
not be practical for thissort of installation. Temporary power taps
arenot allowed where partitionsor wallsare permanently attached
to the building structure by bolts, clips, or other means.
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